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Identity seems straightforward. It is me. It is who I am. Yet, further analysis
reveals that identity may not be as straightforward as it seems. This issue of
Culture, Society & Praxis explores identity. We hope the reader finds this
edition to be thought provoking.
The abstracts of each article follow.

The psychological effects correlated with exposure to the portrayal of the female body
imagery in the music media: A look at the developmental influence of images using
Erikson’s theory of self identity and ego development
By Carrie Anne Edwards
This study seeks to add to the existing literature on social influence and ego development.
Using the imagery of music media as the independent variable, the purpose of this study
is to explore the psychological effects of imagery as it portrays the female body and its
degree of influence on the development of feelings of self-worth in women. The goal of
this research is to document the perceptions women have to nudity, exposure, body sizes,
and risqué attire of women in the music media. Erik Erikson’s theory on development of
ego and identity, specifically the effects of social influence on human development,
guided this project. Imagery, as portrayed in the music media, is the focus of this research, because it is hypothesized that it may influence perception of self-worth. The hypothesis of this study is that the music media influences women’s perceptions of what is
the ideal female form and affects self-worth. More specifically, that the music media is a
social influence and contributes to the development of self-image in women. Through
quantitative data collection in surveys and qualitative data in interviews an analysis was
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taken of the perceptions of self-worth and identity in comparison to the amount of music
media watched. The empirical findings supported the hypothesis of this research.

Socio-economic Status and Perceived Social Responsibility
By Jamila Jones
This paper examines the concept of social responsibility, and how social economic status
effects how different groups both perceive social responsibility and act on social responsibility. There are many ways in which groups and group identity develop and many interacting levels of systems and social conventions; however for the purpose of this paper
the group’s focus will be based on socio-economic status as an indicator of social responsibility and social action. A brief overview of group dynamics and altruism will be discussed because these concepts are embedded in the idea of social responsibility and social action. Garfinkel’s theory of Social Interaction will be presented, and then applied to
the topic of this paper along with a brief analysis including references to activism as a
category of social action.

Oppression, Exploitation, and the Creation of Identity in California’s Transnational
Communities: The Case of the Mexican Agricultural Worker
By Shari René Harder
This paper discusses identity creation and the environment of oppression and exploitation
that exists for California’s Mexican Transnational agricultural workers. How do we, as
consumers, contribute to the oppression of Mexican transnationals and other migrant
workers? Many of us are not willing to admit that we contribute to this problem but in
fact we are collectively responsible for the perpetuation of socialized misconceptions of
this particular population. If we, as consumers, continue to purchase agricultural products produced on farms that employ Mexican migrant laborers at substandard wages; and
permit the use of dangerous pesticides in those same contexts, then we also contribute to
the exploitation and the undermining of the wellbeing of said workers. This essay seeks
to address such questions by examining the adaptation of Mexican migrant agricultural
workers to life in California.

Los Jovenes Adventistas en la Ciudad de Querétaro
Por Sindy De La Torre Pacheco
En el presente ensayo se abordara como el pertenecer a una religión minoritaria en el estado de Querétaro afecta la manera en la que los jóvenes adventistas del séptimo día se
identifican entre si, y con otros.
Culture Society & Praxis
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Race and Inequality in Brazil: The Afro-Brazilian Struggle in the Racial Democracy
By Kristopher L. McLucas
This research paper examines the problematic areas of inequality and racism within Brazil. It focuses on the myth of a “racial democracy,” in Brazil closely focusing on the
primary causes of disenfranchisement among Afro-Brazilians: Education, Race and Political Power. This research paper will reveal the influences of Portuguese colonization of
the 1500’s, and how their influence created the formation of the “racial hierarchy” within
Brazilian life and culture today. It will also offer correlations between the concept of
race and economic success. This research paper will ultimately show how AfroBrazilians have been trapped in a cycle of poverty and persecution that continues to leave
them marginalized within their country with little to no access to a proper education and
political power.

Sexuality and Gender: Linked Through Theory
By Neil Amos
This essay is an examination of queer theory in the context of the perceived systems of
domination over women and homosexuals. It is an attempt to explain these systems using
existing theoretical parameters, those of queer theory, as defined by Annmarie Jagose.
The relevance and application of the theory is debated, and the systems are analyzed for
the purposes of identifying aspects which queer theory can be applied to. Finally, the usefulness of queer theory to overall social science studies is examined, with the conclusion
that queer theory is worthy of study, but very difficult to institute in an attempt to bring
about change.

Sadomasochism According to Freud’s Psychosexual Stages of Development Theory
By Elizabeth Ehrmann
According to Freud, the combination of children being sexual, and perhaps the repeated
act of spanking, whipping, or beating, is believed to lead to a life of sadomasochism. If
Freud’s theory is correct, children who have experienced spankings or whippings will
tend to be, or would tend to want to be a sadomasochist. Through Freud’s psychosexual
stages of development theory, a better understanding of the sexual deviation, “sadomasochism” will ideally be reached. The six psychosexual stages of development are oral,
anal, phallic, latent, and genital. Through each of these different stages, Freud believed
that sexual outcomes originate. Perhaps Freud’s conclusions are true, but other social factors such as repression and knowledge of the social norm, allow sadomasochism to become better understood. Although supposedly uncommon, a better understanding of both
the origins and the practice of sadomasochism, can allow it to become more socially acCS&P
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ceptable and not such a taboo, allowing for more equality and less sexual preference profiling. Through a greater understanding and knowledge of both the history and the participants of Sadomasochism we as a society could come to a universal acceptance of this
mysterious alternative lifestyle.

The Potter’s Vessel
By Michelle Turner
This piece exposes the spiritual identity that people do not tend to discuss. The Potter’s
Vessel ignores our flesh, our diverse physical selves. It focuses on what all of our souls
have in common, its origin and how that is alive in all of us. Created with a variety of
self-portraits, utilizing Adobe Photoshop software brought the piece to life.

Many Loves
By Rebecca Rodriguez
It seems we are always looking for love, many times in all the wrong places. We look to
other people, material things or, social status to give us love. In writing this piece I explored the many aspects of love, external and internal, which touch a person. Love seems
to be as important as food and water for one to thrive, and somewhat easier to give than
receive.
I have personally struggled with self-love and continue to remind myself that I am a
unique, complicated person that contributes positively to society. As I stated in the piece,
“To love one's self takes so much effort and pain, time, learning, and acceptance.” Maybe
we are the artist and the work in progress!

my manifesto: a public declaration of patriarchal domination and resistance
By Carmina Eliason
Dear friends,
I would like to share with you a piece of my identity.
During Spring of 2005 I wrote the following piece as a part of political stand against patriarchy in a class entitled "Domination & Resistance." It was written to record certain
events in my life which in part caused me to be the person I am today. It was also written
in order to document my personal statement against the domination of patriarchy. It was
meant to be read and heard by others so that more people would understand the penetration of patriarchal violence that still exists in our society. By publishing this piece in an
academic journal I hope to validate my experience among the scholarly and to force exCulture Society & Praxis
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amination of the phenomenon of patriarchal domination as an aspect of culture and society to be studied by social and behavioral scientists.
December 17, 2005 I will be celebrating my 2nd anniversary of freedom from a person
who violently dominated my life for six and a half years. The piece is a part of a healing
and learning process I have been a part of since that time. In Fall 2004 I published a piece
of artwork in “Culture, Society and Praxis” entitled, "Good Man Bad Man," which was
created during Spring 2004. This piece documented my feelings toward men, bringing
together my angst against my past and my hopes for the future. I now present to you a
piece that textually represents what has happened to me in the past and what I am finally
doing now in the present.
This piece is not meant as a "man-bashing" opportunity; It is meant for you to view one
person's experience of patriarchal domination. My piece might be difficult to read as it
might conjure up uncomfortable feelings and thoughts due to my use of language that is
graphic and explicit.
I can't say "I hope you enjoy my piece." You may not enjoy it. Rather, I hope that you
learn from it and become more aware of our culture's patriarchal domination.
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